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PERSONAL

A Church
Reborn

This month’s “Personal” originally appeared in the Winter
1996 issue of Christian Research Journal. We share it here
to help inform and update our readers on what the Holy
Spirit is doing within the Worldwide Church of God.

URING THE past 10 years. the Holy Spirit

has blessed the Worldwide Church of God

with unprecedented growth in doctrinal

understanding and in sensitivity to the world
around us, especially other Christians. Yet the scope and
speed of changes since the death of our founder.
Herbert W. Armstrong, has confounded both supporters
and detractors.

It’s worth pausing to take a look at what we have
lost and what we have gained.

Our beliefs and practices have undergone a
continuous process of revision under the direction of our
pastor general, Joseph W. Tkach Sr. (my father), who
succeeded Mr. Armstrong. Before he died this past
September, my dad appointed me to succeed him.

I am grateful for the collaborative leadership style
that my father introduced. I am also grateful for the
unity among those who assisted him and who continue
to assist me as we yield to the authority of Scripture and
the work of the Holy Spirit.

Gone are our obsession with a legalistic
interpretation of the Old Testament, our belief in
British Israelism, and our insistence on our fellowship’s
exclusive relationship with God. Gone are our
condemnations of medical science, the use of cosmetics
and traditional Christian celebrations such as Easter and
Christmas. Gone is our long-held view of God as a
“family” of multiple “spirit beings™ into which humans
may be born, replaced by a biblically accurate view of
one God who exists eternally in three Persons, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

‘We have embraced and now champion the New
Testament’s central theme: the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus’ saving work on
behalf of humanity is now the focus of our flagship
magazine, The Plain Truth, rather than end-time
prophetic speculation. We proclaim the sufficiency of
our Lord’s substitutionary sacrifice to save us from the
death penalty for sin. We teach salvation by grace, based
on faith alone, without resort to works of any kind. We
understand that our Christian works constitute our
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inspired, grateful response to God’s work on our
behalf—“We love because he first loved us™ (1 John
4:19)—and that by these works we do not “qualify”
ourselves for anything, nor do we compel God to act on
our behalf. As William Barclay put it, “We are saved for
good works, not by good works.”

My father articulated to the church the scriptural
teaching that Christians are under the New Covenant,
not the Old. This
teaching resulted in
our abandoning past
requirements that
Christians observe the
seventh-day Sabbath as
“holy time.” that
Christians are
obligated to observe
the annual festivals
commanded to Israel
in Leviticus and
Deuteronomy, that
Christians are required
to triple tithe, and that
Christians must not eat
foods that were
“unclean” under the Old Covenant.

All these changes in the space of 10 years? Many
are now advising us that profound course corrections of
this magnitude are without historical precedent, at least
since the days of the New Testament church.

The leadership and faithful members of the
Worldwide Church of God are deeply grateful for God’s
mercy in leading us into the light. Yet our progress has
not been without costs. Income has plummeted, costing
us millions of dollars and requiring us to lay off
hundreds of long-time employees. Membership has
declined. Several splinter churches have broken off from
us to return to one or the other of our previous doctrinal
and cultural positions. As a result, families have
separated and friendships have been abandoned,
sometimes with angry, hurt feelings and accusations. We
are deeply saddened by this and pray that God will bring
healing and reconciliation.

No personal confession of faith in our new beliefs

Continued on page 26
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ABOUT THIS ISSUE

OR MORE THAN 135 years, Proctor & Gamble has been the target of

malicious rumors. Among other things, the rumors maintain that

the company endorses satanism, and that its logo promotes a

satanic agenda. Some believe the allegations originated with a
small group of zealous but misguided Christians who were sincerely
trying to thwart the work of the devil.

Rumors and gossip about mysterious agendas and conspiracy
theories form a backdrop for Monte Wolverton's “How to Avoid Being
a Spiritual Weirdo.” Monte not only offers a lighthearted look at some of
the extremes that can befall well-meaning Christians, but he creatively
depicts his thoughts with his own unique graphic style.

Department editor Keith Stump addresses the hot, contemporary
topic of sin in our cover story. Keith demonstrates that sin is more than a
behavior or an action, sin is a definition of the human condition. The fact
of sin brings us to the gospel. Sin is the evil within, and only through
Christ can sin be conquered.

Senior editor Paul Kroll’s “The Scandal
of Grace” is the companion article to “Sin—
The Evil Within.” Grace is the flip-side of
sin. Paul shares the wonderful truth that the
sheer power of grace always triumphs over
the ugliness and evil of sin.

We hope you have noticed that we are
beginning to offer quality products to our
readers. We do not plan to overwhelm you
with offers, but we do want to make
products we have produced, or that we
heartily endorse, available to help you in
your Christian walk.

In the difficult financial climate that
many of us share, we want to do all we can
to make this magazine available without
charge to our subscribers. And we know that many could not afford a
subscription price. especially those on fixed incomes, as well as those
who are in prison.

Many of you have asked our advice on purchasing books, tapes and
videos that assist in worshiping and serving God. It is with this in mind
that we will make available a variety of high-quality products that are
biblically faithful and academically reputable. Be sure to watch our
pages in the coming months for these offers.

We are pleased to share these offers with you and hope you who are
able will use them as opportunities to help financially support us as we
share the gospel of Jesus Christ. And, as always, let us know how you
feel about how we can better serve you. We are dedicated to proclaiming
Jesus Christ, and hope it shows!

Plain Truth design director
Monte Wolverton creates
another “spiritual weirdo.”

—Greg Albrecht, editor

ABOUT OUR COVER: Artist Ken Tunell vividly portrays sin in huge flaming letters
to remind us that because of sin, we all need a Savior, Jesus Christ.

PlainTruth

FOUNDER AND PAST PRESIDENT:
Herbert W. Armstrong (1892-1986)
Joseph W. Tkach (1927-1985)

PUBLISHER:
Worldwide Church of God
PRESIDENT:
Joseph Tkach
EDITOR IN CHIEF:

J. Michael Feazell

EDITOR:

Greg R. Albrecht
EXECUTIVE EDITOR:

Herman L. Hoeh

MANAGING EDITOR:
Sheila Graham
SENIOR EDITORS:

Paul Kroll, Norman Shoaf
INTERNATIONAL EDITOR:
Neil Earle
ART DIRECTOR:

Randall Cole
DEPARTMENT EDITORS:
Ralph Orr, Keith W. Stump
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS:
Ronald Kelly, Susan Logan,
Michael Morrison, Joel Rissinger,
Henry Sturcke, Michael Warren,
Simone Worthing, Jeff Zhome
ASSISTANT EDITORS:
Valerie Brown, Jennifer McGraw,
Susan Stewart
RESEARCH:

Larry Holm
TECHNICAL COPY EDITORS:
John Livingston, Richard A. Sedliacik

REGIONAL EDITORS:
Aub Warren (Australian), John Halford
(British), Bill Hall (Canadian),
Jan Zijderveld (Dutch), Wolfgang Thomsen
(German), Johnny Logrono (Philipping),
Peter Hawkins (South African)

DESIGN DIRECTOR:
Monte Wolverton

LEAD PHOTOGRAPHER:
Barry Stahl
PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF:
Charles Buschmann, Alfred Hennig
PHOTO LIBRARIAN:

Susan Sanchez

PRODUCTION SERVICES MANAGER:
Barry Gridley
PRINT SERVICES MANAGER:
Skip Dunn
QUALITY ASSURANCE:
Dave Bradford
CIRCULATION MANAGER:
Boyd Leeson
CIRCULATION ASSISTANTS:
Sandra McKinney, Cari Pamell,
Rita Sampson

BUSINESS MANAGER:
Bemard W. Schnippert




— e

Mission Statement

* Who We Are

The Plain Truth magazine is published by
the Worldwide Church of God. The church
has members and ministers in more than 125
countries and territories. The church
proclaims the gospel of Jesus Christ and helps
disciples of Jesus to follow him (Matthew
28:19-20). The gospel announces that
redemption and salvation are available
through Christ. It also conveys the hope of the
future coming of the fullness of the kingdom.
beginning with the return of Jesus Christ.

o How Your Subscription Has Been Paid

Your subseription is provided by those who
voluntarily contribute to support this work.
We are grateful to the members of the
Worldwide Church of God and our extended
family of co-workers for their generous tithes
and offerings.

Contributions to help us cover publication
costs are welcomed, and are necessary, to help
us share this message of hope. The Worldwide
Church of God. in accordance with
responsible Christian stewardship. uses an
external, independent auditing firm.

= Personal Counsel

1f you have any questions about the church
or our beliefs, please write us at the address
nearest you or call us at the toll-free
telephone number listed on the inside cover.
‘We want to help you better understand the
gospel of Jesus Christ, and have ministers
willing to visit you at your request. Visitors
are also welcome to attend weekly worship
services of the Worldwide Church of God.

Mailing Addresses

Unired States: P.O. Box 111, Pasadena. CA 91123

Canada: P.O. Box 44, Station A. Vancouver. B.C.
V&C 2M2

Caribbean: P.O. Box 5578, Fort Lauderdale, FL
33310-5578
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Barbados: P.0. Box 1021, Bridgetown
Bermuda: P.O. Box HM-908, Hamilton HMDX
Guyana: P.O. Box 10507, Georgetown
Jamaica: P.O. Box 544, Kingston 5
Trinidad: P.O. Bag 114, Port-of-Spain

United Kingdom: P.O. Box 111, Borechamwood,
Herts., WD6 ILU

Finland: Box 603, FIN-00101 Helsinki

Malta: P.O. Box 128, Valletta CMR 01

Norway: Postboks 117 Holmlia, N-1202 Oslo

Sweden: Box 5380, §-102 49 Stockholm

Nigeria: P.M.B. 21006, Ikeja, Lagos State

Ghana: P.O. Box 9617, Kotoka Int. Airport,
Accra

Kenya: P.O. Box 47135, Nairobi

Zambia: Box 30117, Lusaka

Zimbabwe: Box UA 30, Union Avenue. Harare

South Africa: Box 5644, Cape Town, 8000

India: Post Bag No. 1. Lallaguda, Secunderabad
AP 500017

Mauririns: Box 838, Port Louis

Sri Lanka: P.O. Box 44, Wattala

Malaysia: Locked Bag No. 2002, 41990 Klang

Philippines: P.O. Box 2308, 0700 Makati City

Australia: P.O. Box 202, Burleigh Heads,
Queensland 4220

New Zealand and Pacific Islands: P.O. Box 2709,
Auckland 1

Fiji: P.O. Box 3938, Samabula. Suva

Tanga: P.O. Box 586, Nuku'alofa

Internet: httpfiwww.weg.org/ptiindexhim

LETTERS

At Greater Risk

Recently I read an article in the
August issue titled “At Greater Risk”
by Sheila Graham—it really helped me.
1 am trying to recover from alcoholism
and depression myself.

Please, if you would, I'd love to
receive The Plain Truth toread on a
regular basis.

R.M.
Benwood, West Virginia

Bathroom Evangelism

I love The Plain Truth—I keep itin
the bathroom. All my guests read it and
enjoy it—'cause they stay in the
bathroom longer. Another way to
witness.

These magazines are passed on and
on. My friends and family look forward
to them, too.

Sheri Illingworth
Portland, Oregon

Boundary Markers

1 appreciated the articles on religious
barriers in the August issue. I was
moved by the humble way your church
has accepted God's truth—that what we
must truly count on is that we accept
what Christ gave us when He died on
the cross—our salvation.

I grew up in a church so heavy in
doctrine that there was little time to
learn about Jesus. I spent all my time
trying to figure out which rules I was
following. breaking or forgetting. I
always wondered how God came up
with all that stuff for us.

As an adult, T finally accepted the
truth Jesus gave me. He is the truth and
I belong to Him, and I have the Holy
Spirit guiding my life to prove it!

1 feel free to be God’s unique and
special child, and I don’t have to jump
through any hoops to be blessed by His
grace.

Mary Jordan
Albuguerque, New Mexico

My wife and [ were never so taken
with one of your articles as we were by
the one titled “*Boundary Marker’
Christians” by Paul Kroll.

The article says what we have
believed for years, and brought out facts
we felt were so basic that we left a
“fundamentalist” church because it
denied them. Love of God and love of
fellow mankind is all Christ asked of us.

George Myers
Clayton, Georgia

We're on the Internet

Thank you so much for your monthly
magazine, The Plain Truth. 1 have been
receiving it for many years and continue
to look forward to each new issue.

Both my wife and I have noticed
positive change in the magazine's
emphasis.

Does the Worldwide Church of God
have an Internet home page yet? I trust
you will publish your home page address
when the time comes, and you are
actually on the Internet. I look forward
to it. You have so many wonderful
things to offer the Internet world.

Richard E. Leffler
La Mesa, California

@ Yes, we are happy to report that the
Worldwide Church of God does now
have a home page on the Internet. Our
address is hiip//www.wcg.org. Be sure to
check it for an advance look at Plain
Truth articles each month.

Sabbath Rest in Christ

For the past six or seven years that 1
have been reading your literature, I felt
very confident you were sincere in
honoring God and His holy law. but on

Continued on page 26
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Scandal
brace

Is the gift of
salvation

God freely offers
us too good to
be true?

by Paul Kroll

F ANY PART of grace is a

source of controversy, it’s that

God forgives sin to a fault.

Grace simply doesn’t play by

the rules of fairness in our

world. This bothers, confuses

and even offends some Christians.

Philip Yancey recounted a story

in Christianity Today that illustrates
how scandalous grace really is.

Scandal of Grace

Yancey was listening to a good
friend of his. whom he called
Daniel, confide a stunning decision
he had made. Daniel had decided
to leave his wife of many years for
another woman.

Yancey listened with dismay, re-
alizing the decision would inflict
damage not only on Daniel, but on
his wife, his children and others
close to him. But Daniel was not to
be dissuaded. He felt he just had to
go to the “other woman.”

Then Daniel dropped a bomb-
shell on Yancey. “The reason I
wanted to see you tonight was to
ask a question,” he said.

itself contains some particularly
glaring ones.

King David committed adultery
with Bathsheba and then con-
spired to have her husband. Uriah,
murdered. (The story is told in
2 Samuel 11:1-12:25.)

Through God’s grace, after David
repented he was forgiven of these
sins. He did. however, suffer the
consequences of his actions (as
Daniel will).

Another particularly offensive
sinner was Saul. who later became
the apostle Paul. His hatred toward
Christians led to the jailing and
torture of a large number of them.
He was a material witness to the
death of at least one person,
Stephen (Acts 22:19-20; 26:9-11).

These were realities Paul had to
live with for the rest of his life
(1 Timothy 1:12-16). But his sins
were forgiven under grace.

Grace Is Not “Fair”

Think about how God’s forgiveness
in such cases violates the fairness
standards of our human

“Do you think God can " society.
forgive something as aw- Almystf‘iny Both David and Paul
ful as I am about to do?” gvﬁﬂgg]mﬂ] were involved in particu-
ov. 2,1 larl i ira-
iy rapr el oty 20 cgregous conpive
How would we reply to  afJIfig WillT Western societies. both
such a question? What leach that would have been investi-
Daniel was determined to gated, arrested, tried and
do is defined as adultery in ~ SAWAliGN iS Y  found guilty.
the New Testament. I laces, David
?esﬁ: (;isatthew 19:17- grace. B after andnl;sglr]lji’(fuldcia\’e be::n
19). Paul (Romans 13:9-10) somelody executed for their crimes.
Gee i condenied acil; MR IRRCS, Pl 05 SR
tery as sin. It is a breach of  HiBN §race is might attain to and main-
oull g enoms b JTHNY. SR G0 B e m
should govern relations be- im. al o
tween people. forgotien.. . . grace.
3 ?oc(ljlhates afli_lrllltery. God  Wipst churches Charjl;:s S:in_doll, lfrfl The
ates divorce. These are se- race Awakening, offers a
rious violations of God's  [P8ACH grace poignant story of God’s
way of love. and live worlks,” grace that thoroughly plays

Yet. can God forgive
adultery and divorce? Of
course he can. God can for-
give all sin, and he does so
under his free and unmerited grace.

But we can well understand why
Yancey asks us, “Do we fully ap-
preciate the scandal of uncondition-
al grace?”

We don't have to go far to find
examples of this scandal. The Bible

WILLIAM D. HENDIRICKS,
EXIT INTERVIEWS.

havoc with our human
standards of fairness.

He asks us to imagine
that we have a 6-year-old
son who has been brutally mur-
dered. The authorities have found
the killer, charged him and put him
on trial.

As the bereaved parent, you are
faced with a choice. If you act as a
vigilante and kill the murderer

The Plain Truth

















































































